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On behalf of Gathering Thunder Foundation’s Board of 

Directors and Advisory Circle members, “Thank You!” to all of 

our generous donors and volunteers. 

Once again, Gathering Thunder was able to assist Native 

American Youth and Elders all across Native North America in 

a variety of ways. 

 

Gather Our Children Home, ‘Wakanyeja Gluwitaya Otipi’ on the 

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota 

In addition to paying the monthly electric bills each month for this first of 

its kind safe house for youth ages 0-12 on the Pine 

Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota, 

Gathering Thunder also provided emergency 

assistance in the form brand new clothing, 

bedding, fresh fruits and nutritious food, diapers 

and wellness items in the aftermath of a ferocious 

South Dakota hail storm. 

Cheryl Noisy Hawk, the 

supervisor at Gather Our 

Children Home reports that the 

littles ones are thriving and 

doing very well.  Over 125 youth, 

ages 0-12 have found refuge at 

Gather Our Children Home in its 

first year of existence. 

”Thanks so very much to Gathering Thunder Foundation for coming thru AGAIN 

for the little ones @ the Safe House....we were in desperate need of diapers & 

diaper wipes for our babies. We are full capacity with 15 kids so supplies go fast 

around here. The children are happy & well taken care of.”  - Cheryl Noisy Hawk, 

Supervisor 

Donate online at GatheringThunderFoundation.org 

 

Upcoming Events 

President:  Denise Iwaniw-Francisco 

Vice-President:  David Fix 

Treasurer:  Kelly D. Spencer 

Secretary:  Tara Rietberg 

Tribal Outreach:  Dellmarie Dullknife 

Bradfield 

Education: Maureen Wolverton 

Director:  Lilian Cosme’ 

 

Important 

Announcement 

Winter in North America can 

be particularly brutal for 

Native American elders who 

live in substandard housing.  

Freezing temperatures 

combined with a lack of 

propane, electricity or 

firewood to heat their home 

can lead to hypothermia 

and even death amongst our 

Native American elders. 

Thank you for helping us to 

help the most vulnerable by 

donating to our annual Heat 

Fund drive! 
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Mino Ode’ “Good Heart Camp”  

Gathering Thunder is honored to have supported 

this Native American ceremonial event both in the 

spring and autumn of 2018.  This event is held in 

Northern Michigan. 

Mino Ode’ volunteer, Betty Davis, explains the 

Camp in this way:  For many years the Native 

American way of praying or acknowledging our 

Creator was underground.  In 1978 with the 

Freedom of Religion Act we were able to come out from hiding and 

practice and celebrate our Native Way of Life.   One of our ceremonies is 

“Personal fast” or as some may call it “Vision Quest”.  During this time an 

individual will be asked to give up food and water for no more than 4 

days.  Each person will need to prepare themselves for their fast prior to 

attending Fasting Camp in the spring or in the fall.  We, the helpers will let 

participants know what they need to do one month prior to the date of 

fasting camp.  

Releasing Ceremony is a way of 

releasing any traumas you may have 

endured throughout your life and now 

you are ready to let it all go and heal 

with caring and loving helpers. 

More Important News 

Red Road Sobriety Walk 

Sponsorship 

For the second year in a row, 

Gathering Thunder Foundation 

was honored to be an official 

sponsor of the Red Road 

Sobriety Walk in Grand Rapids, 

MI.   

Gathering Thunder Foundation is dedicated to helping to put an end 

to the devastation of addiction all across Indian Country. 

Here is a photo of GTF Director, Lillian Cosme’ and the director of the 

Red Road Sobriety Walk, Rhonda Hoeksema Loonsfoot. 

 

Donate online at GatheringThunderFoundation.org 

 

Find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/groups/Gatheringthunderfoundation/ 

 

 

About Gathering Thunder 

Gathering Thunder Foundation 

is a federally recognized 501c3 

non-profit organization 

dedicated to the preservation 

of Native North American 

culture, traditions, languages, 

spirituality, and People. 

Chartered in 2009, Gathering 

Thunder is a 100% volunteer 

operated, allowing us to 

donate nearly 100% of all 

donations that are made to our 

charitable organization. 
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Heating and Warmth Fund 

Each winter, Native American elders die of hypothermia in their own homes.  

Since its inception, Gathering Thunder has been dedicated to assisting Native 

American elders and youth by keeping them warm throughout the harsh winter 

months in Native North America.  The purchase of propane, cut wood and 

electricity continues to help keep our Native elders all across the United States, 

alive and healthy each winter. 

This past winter, GTF provided cut wood, propane, and electrical assistance not 

only to Gather Our Children Home 

crisis home in Oglala, SD on the Pine 

Ridge Indian Reservation but for 

Native elders with children in homes 

all across Native North America. 

Additionally, Gathering Thunder helps to provide nutritious 

food for elders returning to their homes from following 

hospital stays. 

Donate online at GatheringThunderFoundation.org 

 

Grand Valley Native American Indian Lodge Traditional Pow Wow 

Gathering Thunder Foundation was honored to co-sponsor once 

again, the Grand Valley American Indian Lodge Traditional Pow 

Wow, which was held September 8 - 9 at Riverside Park in Grand 

Rapids, MI 
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Backpack Program for Native Youth 

In August, Gathering Thunder Foundation teamed up with the 

wonderful people at the Red Road Talking Circle, Unlimited 

Alternatives and the State of Michigan Indian Outreach Services to 

provide over 125 school supply filled backpacks for Native American 

Youth in Grand Rapids, MI. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warm Quilts and Essentials for Babies and Youth  

A great big thank you goes out to Jane 

Vidro Uzarski and friends at the Rockford MI, 

YMCA for providing dozens of beautifully 

hand made quilts, warm hats and mittens 

and for providing brand new 

undergarments for Native American babies 

and youth on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South 

Dakota! 

 

Donations in memory or in honor of a loved one may be made at 

GatheringThunderFoundation.org 


